OUR AMBASSADOR KING

that it is the public who needs protection against the flood
of printed matter that is daily and hourly poured upon its
defenceless head. One has only to pick up any newspaper at
any hour of the day or night, or turn the pages of any pub-
lisher's list, to realise that of the making of many books there
is still no end, and the weekly output of printed matter from
Fleet Street involves one in figures as regards weight and
mileage that are astronomical in their proportions.

Protection, indeed 1 Has there ever been a freer trade ?
I sometimes wonder what happens to all these thousands of
books, what happens to these tons of newsprint. I have
always been the first to encourage a ec growing industry," and
even if some of the books remain unread, if some of the
newspapers are returned unsold, at any rate binders, printers,
and many others must have been employed in their production,
which in these days is all to the good.

Seriously speaking, we have little to complain of. With
all this uncontrolled spate of printed matter one might be
inclined to favour the idea of cc restriction of production," an
economic theory of which we hear a certain amount these days,
but restriction of any kind in regard to a genuine expression of
opinion, however extreme, is, I am glad to say, entirely
contrary to our belief and to our traditions. We should
be thankful that in this country we enjoy freedom of
opinion, freedom of discussion in our books as well as in
our speech, and that we can point with pride to a free
Press.

This company has in the course of a long and varied history
done much, both on the technical and the benevolent side,
for the craft with which it is identified. I am very proud to
be your Master, and I am fortunate, too, in having now as my
deputy one whose name is associated with the best traditions
of Fleet Street, whose experience will, I know, be of the greatest
value in the councils of this company. Mr. Blumenfeld, I
feel sure, needs no introduction to Your Excellencies. Though
chiefly known to us as a newspaper maker, the publication not
long ago of his entertaining memoirs gives him double right
to his place here as a ee manufacturer of books." He is, as I
have said, Deputy Master, which means that he is going to do
all the work, and I am sure you will agree that it could not be
in more capable hands.
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